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“Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my 
path” -Psalm 119:105 

Volume 7                                                July, 2006                                                  Number 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Times of Assembly: 
Sunday: 
 Bible Class    9:45am 
 Morning Worship 10:45am 
 Evening Worship   5:30pm 
 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Class    7:30pm 
 

Website: 
www.geocities.com/heartland/cabin/8851/ 

 
Preacher and Editor: 

Shane Williams 
Office: 573-688-2234 
Home: 573-748-5204 

shanewms@sheltonbbs.com 
‘Lilbourn Light’ is published monthly by the 
Lilbourn Church of Christ.  It is mailed free 
upon request.  Send all correspondence or 
address changes to the address above. 
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 We all have some regrets 
about the past and try to forget our 
sins and mistakes. We know that 
we can't change what happened 
yesterday. However we can learn 
from yesterday's shortcomings, 
and with God's help we can use 
that knowledge to make a better 
tomorrow. 
 
 That's what John Mark did. 
He had started on a missionary 
journey with Paul and Barnabas 
but when they entered Asia Minor 
he abandoned them and went 
back home (Acts 13:13; 15:38). 
 
Acts 13:13, “Now Paul and his 
companions put out to sea from 

Paphos and came to Perga in 
Pamphylia; and John left them 
and returned to Jerusalem.” 
 
Acts 15:38, “But Paul insisted that 
they should not take with them the 
one who had departed from them 
in Pamphylia, and had not gone 
with them to the work.” 
 
 We're not told why he left, 
but the apostle Paul saw it as a 
dishonorable desertion. 
 
 Later, Mark became a co-
worker with Barnabas (15:39). We 
don't know the details, but at some  
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point Mark must have 
changed and reconciled with 
Paul.  In Col. 4:10-11, Mark is 
mentioned in the final greet-
ings to the Church at Colosse.  
He is mentioned among those 
who are “fellow workers for the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
 When Paul was in 
prison, he asked Timothy to 
come and to bring Mark with 
him. He indicated that Mark 
was "useful to me for service 
(ministry)" (2 Timothy 4:11). 
 
 We cannot erase what 
we did wrong yesterday but 
we can certainly learn from it. 
When we take our sins and 
mistakes to the Lord and seek 
His help, we can be better to-
day and tomorrow. 

 
 

— Shane Williams 
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Learning from Yesterday 



Clear the Way for the 
Lord! 

 
 In ancient times, there were not 
many good highways. There certainly 
were not paved super highways like 
there are now in many parts of the 
world. It was much more difficult to 
travel to most places by 
land than what it is now. 
 
 When a king was 
planning a trip to another 
country, he would send out 
servants, slaves and/or his 
army to prepare the way for 
him. They would remove 
stones and level the 
planned route. They might even have 
to lower hills or raise a small valley. 
They would do their best to straighten 
out the many curves that might be in 
the road. All of this was done to make 
the path easier for travel.  
 
 The king expected this to be 
done. He had full confidence in those 
put in charge of the project.  He needed 
the road to be prepared right so that he 
would not be delayed in arriving at his 
destination. 
 
 In Isaiah 40:3-8, we read about 
the one who would clear the way for 
the Christ. Isaiah stated that he would 
prepare the way of the Lord. He would 
make the desert highway smooth. He 
would make every valley higher and 

every mountain lower. He would make 
the rough ground become a plain. After 
all of this, the glory of the Lord would 
be revealed. Today, we know that this 
prophecy was about John the Baptizer. 
 
 John was a great man. He lived 
a rough life and died a horrible death 

but it was his responsibil-
ity to prepare the people 
for Jesus. Remember, 
when he came, he pro-
claimed, “Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand!” (Matthew 3:2). 
 
 Peter quoted from 
Isaiah 40:7-8 in his writ-
ings.  In talking about the 

living and abiding word of God, he said, 
“All flesh is as grass, And all the glory 
of man as the flower of the grass. The 
grass withers, And its flower falls away, 
25 But the word of the LORD endures 
forever” (I Peter 1:24-25). 
 
 Next he says, “And this is the 
word which was preached to you.”  
John prepared the way, Christ came 
and made the sacrifice for our sins, 
God’s Word records all these things for 
us and it stands the test of time (it en-
dures forever). 
 
 This is the word which was 
preached.  This is the word we strive to 
proclaim today.  Will you not follow it?   

— Shane Williams 

When Everything Goes 
Wrong 

 

 Disheartened Jacob was at the 
end of his rope! After hearing disturbing 
news from his sons who had just re-
turned from Egypt, he said in complete 
frustration, "Everything is against 
me!" (Gen. 42:36 NIV).  
 
 So many things 
seemed like they were 
working against him.  Jo-
seph had been taken 
from him. Famine was 
plaguing the land of Ca-
naan. Simeon was being 
held as a hostage in 
Egypt. Now the most cur-
rent problem, Benjamin, 
the youngest son, was 
being demanded as a requirement to se-
cure his brother's release. This was al-
most too much for aging Jacob to bear. 
He was overwhelmed by these circum-
stances and felt that everything had 
turned against him. In reality though, 
God was working out His Divine Plan!  
 
 When things finally began to settle 
for Jacob, it became clearer that all these 
painful events were actually intended for 
the ultimate good. They led to his sons 
being reunited, dead Joseph was actu-
ally alive and ruling in Egypt, and they all 
moved to Egypt where the Lord made 
Jacobs’ offspring into a great nation. 
Even though Jacob had affirmed that 
everything was against him, from God's 
perspective everything was going for 

him! 
 
 I hope this helps us to see the lim-
ited perspective we have on matters.  
We must trust in God’s Will and in His 
ability to know what is best for us.  If we 
are living as we ought, have confidence 
in God and His plan! 

 
 When everything 
seems to be going 
wrong, rely on the truth 
that "all things work to-
gether for good to those 
who love the 
Lord" (Rom. 8:28). 
Then, instead of throw-
ing our hands in the air 
with disbelief, you'll be 
able to say confidently, 
"God is working in my 
best interest!" 

 

— Shane Williams 
 

God’s Plan for Saving Man 
⇒ Hear the Gospel (Romans 

10:17) 
⇒ Believe the Gospel (Hebrews 

11:6; John 20:31) 
⇒ Repent of Past Sins (Luke 13:3; 

Acts 17:30) 
⇒ Confess Faith in Christ 

(Romans 10:10; Matthew 10:32) 
⇒ Be Baptized in water (Acts 2:38; 

Mk. 16:16; Gal. 3:27; I Pet. 
3:21) 

⇒ Be Faithful until/ unto Death 
(Rev. 2:10) 

In Isaiah 40:3-8, 
we read about 
the one who 

would clear the 
way for the 

Christ. 

 

Even though Jacob 
had affirmed that 
everything was 

against him, from 
God's perspective 
everything was go-

ing for him! 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



